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a negotiations, the Sudan Relircad atrie went finally 
inte effect on 16 March, all reflroad yards, stations, workshops, and docks 
al2 over the country beceme suddenly deserted, The effectiveness of the 

Kien, the corereaaa east eed eeerabs Tovealing a high degree of cegantsa~ 


activities at Port Sudan vere affected, Parte of the tow remained in 
daziness. Thousands of tons of produes and fertiliser fran the United 


atteapts to maintain a skeleton service wet with 
On 15 March R.A, Robertson, General Manager of Sudan 
Ralluays, appealed for volumteers of all nationalities to assist the 
Administration in mintaining essential services. Volunteers vere invited © 
for service at Atbara, Ebartoum, Port Sudan, Weil Talia, Wadi Medeni end 
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Resaala Eooto for work es guards moter trolley drivers, signalmen, shunters 
engice drivero, Firenen, ant fitter Be Treining would take place at Atbara : 
am % 


5 Many Englishmen offered their services and casual native laborers trickled 


and oll employees whose departments were striking vere offered double yay, 
Rates of pay for native workers ranged fran Pt. 15 » Pb, caf palige Head olt 
» under tho 


work, 


6. To combat the strikers the railroad mmagement sent notdoes to Many employees 
stating that they would be subject to dismissal by the board of discipline 
if they persisted in striking, and thet they would be fined tuo days! ray 
for each day's unemployment. All striking railroad workmen living in ratl- 
read administration employees! boarding houses vere ordered to evacuate thom, 


% English full-time and part-time volunteers found the experience profitable, 
A mumber of army and RAF personnel volunteered for work at . Many 
of the more important British officials voluntecred for perta-time work, 
Among these were the District Comissioner of Khartoum North, Andrew 
Blaikie; and the Deputy Governor of Khartoum, J.D, Longe. hase officials 
stated that they were getting en extra day's pay from the railroad for a 
few hours' work each morning Preparing engines. Also they received an extra 
ration of whiskey. |For these reasons many English volunteers regretted the 
end of the strike of 17 April, By that time nearly half the normal service 
was operating under the supervision of English volunteers, 


8. Voluntecrs at Atbara soon atarted to operate the ice plent, the power station, 
the waterworks, and'the fire brigade. At the height of the cotton expart 
season, in two woeka volunteers had moved thousands of tons of lint cotton 
end cotton seed cut'of Gezira cotton plantation fielda on the White Ne, 

Tha total moved wes half the amomt normally moved. Contract labor was more 
and more successfully employed at Port Sudan in cleering vessels in port, 
but there vere attempts at sabotage and meny disturbances occurred. River — 
services was restricted throughout the strike, but on the Dongola Reach the 
fost boat JACKSON sailed fron Kareima on 2 A » arriving at Dengola two 
days late. Some motor cara managed to reach Dongola ireot fron Ondurmn. 


9. The first volunteer-mamed train with armed guards left Khartoum on 1% Merch 
for Nadi Medeni, ‘The train wes driver by Mathers, an English locomotive 
inapector. His asaistents were a few other Englishmen and Sudanese traffic 
trainees from Garden College. ‘Trains conveying rations and water te stations 
between Atbara and Fort Sudan also started to operate weekly from this date, 
On 10 April. twenty main line engines were in operation between Atbara, 
Khertoum, Port Suden, Gorashi and Wadt Medani, subject to delays. Delays 
were caused mainly by sand covering the rails, making inspection of couplings 
and eorle boxes difficult, and by sabotage, 
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took a threatening attitude stating that sympathy was not en: d 
it was unwige of the government to sow seeds of hatred the tae ce ee 
gleving injustices committed against the Sudanese worker, 
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